
The Inside Story Of The First Years Of The
Cubs Home Field
Wrigley Field, home to the Chicago Cubs, is one of the most iconic
baseball stadiums in the world. It has been the home of the Cubs since
1916, and has seen some of the most memorable moments in baseball
history. But how did Wrigley Field come to be? And what were the early
years of the stadium like?

The Beginnings of Wrigley Field

The story of Wrigley Field begins in 1914, when the Chicago Whales of the
Federal League were looking for a new home. The Whales had been
playing at West Side Park, but the stadium was old and dilapidated. The
team's owner, Charles Weeghman, decided to build a new stadium on the
North Side of Chicago.
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Weeghman chose a site at Clark and Addison Streets, which was then a
largely undeveloped area. The stadium was built in just four months, and it
opened on April 23, 1914. The Whales played their first game at the new
stadium on April 25, 1914, and they defeated the Kansas City Packers 6-1.

The new stadium was a huge success, and it quickly became one of the
most popular baseball stadiums in the country. The Whales drew over 1
million fans to the stadium in their first season, and they led the Federal
League in attendance.

However, the Federal League folded after the 1915 season, and the
Whales were disbanded. The stadium was then sold to William Wrigley Jr.,
the owner of the Chicago Cubs. Wrigley renamed the stadium Wrigley
Field, and the Cubs began playing there in 1916.

The Early Years of Wrigley Field

The early years of Wrigley Field were a time of great change and
excitement. The Cubs were one of the most popular teams in the National
League, and they drew large crowds to the stadium. The stadium also
hosted a number of other events, including boxing matches and football
games.

In 1922, Wrigley Field underwent a major renovation. The wooden
bleachers were replaced with concrete grandstands, and the outfield wall
was moved back to make the field larger. The renovation also included the
addition of a new scoreboard and a press box.

The Cubs continued to be a popular team throughout the 1920s and 1930s.
The team won the World Series in 1908 and 1909, and they were always in



contention for the pennant. Wrigley Field was a major part of the Cubs'
success, and it became one of the most iconic stadiums in baseball.

Wrigley Field Today

Wrigley Field is still the home of the Chicago Cubs today. The stadium has
undergone a number of renovations over the years, but it retains its original
charm. Wrigley Field is one of the most popular tourist destinations in
Chicago, and it is a must-see for any baseball fan.

Here are some of the things that make Wrigley Field so special:

The ivy-covered outfield walls: The ivy-covered outfield walls are
one of the most iconic features of Wrigley Field. The ivy was planted in
1937, and it has since become a symbol of the stadium.

The hand-operated scoreboard: The hand-operated scoreboard is
another unique feature of Wrigley Field. The scoreboard is operated by
a team of volunteers, and it is one of the last remaining hand-operated
scoreboards in Major League Baseball.

The friendly atmosphere: Wrigley Field is known for its friendly
atmosphere. The fans are passionate about the Cubs, but they are
also welcoming to visitors. Wrigley Field is a great place to watch a
baseball game and enjoy the company of fellow fans.

Wrigley Field is a truly special place. It is a stadium that is steeped in
history and tradition. It is also a stadium that is loved by fans of all ages.
Wrigley Field is a must-see for any baseball fan, and it is a stadium that will
continue to be cherished for generations to come.
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Wrigley Field in 1924 by Unknown - CC BY-SA 3.0

Wrigley Field in 2019 by Mike Mozart - CC BY-SA 2.0
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