
The Hilarious Horrifying Road to Modern
Medicine: A Journey through Medieval
Mishaps and Baroque Blunders
Medicine has come a long way since the days of bleeding and leeching.
But the road to modern medicine has been paved with its fair share of
hilarious and horrifying missteps.

From the bizarre treatments of ancient Egypt to the quackery of the
Victorian era, the history of medicine is full of stories that will make you
laugh, cringe, and shake your head in disbelief.

The Sawbones Book: The Hilarious, Horrifying Road to
Modern Medicine by Justin McElroy

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 24239 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 217 pages

Ancient Egypt: The Land of Mummies and Magical Mixtures

The ancient Egyptians were masters of embalming, but their medical
practices left much to be desired.
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For example, they believed that diseases were caused by evil spirits that
could be exorcised by chanting spells and making offerings to the gods.

They also practiced trepanation, which involved drilling a hole in the skull to
release evil spirits. This procedure was often fatal, but it was believed to be
the only way to cure certain diseases.

In addition to their bizarre spiritual beliefs, the ancient Egyptians also used
a variety of natural remedies, some of which were surprisingly effective.

For example, they used honey to treat wounds and infections, and they
used willow bark to relieve pain and fever.

Ancient Greece: The Birth of Rational Medicine

The ancient Greeks were the first to develop a rational approach to
medicine. They believed that diseases were caused by natural factors,
such as imbalances in the body's four humors (blood, phlegm, yellow bile,
and black bile).

Greek physicians also developed a number of surgical techniques,
including amputation, cataract surgery, and wound repair.

However, Greek medicine was not without its share of quackery. For
example, the physician Galen believed that bloodletting was a cure-all for a
variety of diseases.

Despite its flaws, Greek medicine laid the foundation for the development
of modern medicine.

The Middle Ages: A Time of Darkness and Superstition



The Middle Ages were a dark time for medicine. The Greek tradition of
rational medicine was largely forgotten, and superstition and quackery
reigned supreme.

Physicians believed that diseases were caused by evil spirits, witchcraft, or
divine punishment.

They treated diseases with a variety of bizarre and ineffective remedies,
such as bloodletting, leeches, and potions made from animal parts.

Surgery was also primitive and dangerous. Surgeons often operated
without anesthesia, and they used unsanitary instruments that led to
widespread infection.

The Renaissance and Enlightenment: A Return to Reason

The Renaissance and Enlightenment saw a revival of interest in Greek
medicine. Physicians began to challenge the superstitions of the Middle
Ages and to develop new, more effective treatments.

Andreas Vesalius, a Belgian anatomist, revolutionized the study of human
anatomy with his groundbreaking book, On the Fabric of the Human Body.

William Harvey, an English physician, discovered the circulation of blood.

These discoveries laid the foundation for the development of modern
medicine.

The 19th Century: The Age of Quackery



The 19th century was a time of great medical progress. Anesthesia,
antiseptic surgery, and vaccines were all developed during this time.

However, the 19th century was also a time of widespread quackery. Snake
oil salesmen peddled miracle cures for everything from cancer to
consumption.

Even some legitimate physicians promoted bizarre and ineffective
treatments, such as phrenology and mesmerism.

The 20th Century: The Rise of Modern Medicine

The 20th century saw the development of many of the medical
technologies that we take for granted today, such as antibiotics,
chemotherapy, and organ transplantation.

Medical research also led to the development of new vaccines and
treatments for diseases such as polio, smallpox, and measles.

As a result of these advances, life expectancy has increased dramatically
over the past century.

The history of medicine is a fascinating and often hilarious journey. From
the bizarre treatments of the ancient world to the quackery of the Victorian
era, the road to modern medicine has been paved with its fair share of
missteps.

However, despite the setbacks, medical progress has continued to march
forward. Today, we live in an age of unprecedented medical technology and
knowledge.



As we continue to learn more about the human body and disease, we can
only imagine what the future of medicine holds.
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Hate In The Homeland: Exploring the Alarming
Rise of Domestic Extremism in the United
States
In recent years, the United States has witnessed a disturbing surge in
domestic extremism, characterized by violent acts, hate-filled rhetoric,...
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