
The 15 Points of Tennis: A Comprehensive
Guide to the Scoring System
Tennis is a captivating sport enjoyed by millions worldwide. At its core lies a
unique scoring system known as the "15 Points of Tennis." Understanding
this system is essential for both players and spectators alike. In this
comprehensive guide, we delve into the intricacies of tennis scoring,
exploring each point's significance and how it contributes to the overall flow
of the game.

The Basics of Tennis Scoring

A tennis match consists of sets, games, and points. A set is won by the first
player to reach six games with a margin of at least two games. A game is
won by the first player to reach four points, again with a margin of at least
two points. Points are awarded in the following sequence:
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Scoring Love

"Love" is the term used to describe zero points. It is called out when a
player has not yet scored a point in a game or when a player loses a point
from a score of 15, 30, or 40.

Scoring 15

After winning the first point in a game, the player's score is called "15." This
is the lowest non-zero score in tennis.

Scoring 30

Winning the second point in a game brings the player to a score of "30."
This is the midpoint in the game before reaching the critical 40-point mark.

Scoring 40

After winning the third point, the player's score becomes "40." This is the
most crucial point in the game, as it is just one point away from winning.

Game Point

When a player reaches 40 points, they have earned the opportunity to win
the game. The next point is called "game point." If the player wins game
point, they win the game and their score resets to zero. However, if they
lose game point, their score reverts to 30, and play continues.

Deuce

If both players reach 40 points, the game enters a state known as "deuce."
In this situation, the first player to win a point earns an advantage.

Advantage



A player with advantage has the opportunity to win the game with the next
point. If they win the advantage point, they win the game. However, if they
lose the advantage point, the game returns to deuce.

Second Advantage

If a player loses the advantage point and the game remains at deuce, they
are given a second advantage. If they win this second advantage point,
they win the game.

Third Advantage (Deuce Court)

In rare cases, a game can reach a "third advantage" stage, also known as
"deuce court." At this point, the next point must be played from the right-
hand court (deuce court). The player who wins the deuce court point wins
the game.

Tiebreaks

In some tournaments and formats, tiebreaks are used to decide sets that
reach a 6-6 tie. In a tiebreak, players alternate serving two points at a time.
The
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