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Language is a complex and fascinating phenomenon that has been studied
by scholars for centuries. One of the most important aspects of language is
its structure, which refers to the way in which words and phrases are
combined to form meaningful sentences. Linguists have developed a
number of different approaches to the study of language structure, each
with its own strengths and weaknesses.

In this article, we will provide a comprehensive overview of the different
linguistic approach forms and functions. We will begin by discussing
structuralism, which is the oldest and most traditional approach to the study
of language. We will then move on to functionalism, which is a more recent
approach that focuses on the communicative functions of language. Finally,
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we will discuss generativism and cognitive linguistics, which are two of the
most recent and influential approaches to the study of language.

Structuralism

Structuralism is the oldest and most traditional approach to the study of
language. It was developed by Ferdinand de Saussure in the early 20th
century and has been influential ever since. Structuralists believe that the
best way to understand language is to study its structure, or the way in
which words and phrases are combined to form meaningful sentences.

Structuralists typically use a method called "syntactic analysis" to study
language structure. In syntactic analysis, a sentence is broken down into its
constituent parts, such as its subject, verb, and object. The structuralist
then examines the way in which these parts are combined to form a
meaningful whole.

Structuralism has been criticized for being too focused on the form of
language and for not taking into account its communicative functions.
However, it remains an influential approach to the study of language, and
its methods are still used by linguists today.

Functionalism

Functionalism is a more recent approach to the study of language that
emerged in the mid-20th century. Functionalists believe that the best way to
understand language is to study its communicative functions, or the way in
which it is used to communicate meaning. Functionalists typically use a
method called "discourse analysis" to study language. In discourse
analysis, a sample of language is analyzed in order to identify its
communicative functions.



Functionalism has been criticized for being too focused on the
communicative functions of language and for not taking into account its
structure. However, it remains an influential approach to the study of
language, and its methods are still used by linguists today.

Generativism

Generativism is a linguistic approach that was developed by Noam
Chomsky in the mid-20th century. Generativists believe that the best way to
understand language is to study its underlying structure, or the way in
which sentences are generated in the mind. Generativists typically use a
method called "transformational grammar" to study language. In
transformational grammar, a sentence is analyzed in order to identify the
underlying structure that generated it.

Generativism has been criticized for being too abstract and for not taking
into account the communicative functions of language. However, it remains
an influential approach to the study of language, and its methods are still
used by linguists today.

Cognitive Linguistics

Cognitive linguistics is a recent approach to the study of language that
emerged in the late 20th century. Cognitive linguists believe that the best
way to understand language is to study its relationship to cognition, or the
way in which we think about the world. Cognitive linguists typically use a
method called "cognitive semantics" to study language. In cognitive
semantics, a word or phrase is analyzed in order to identify its cognitive
meaning, or the way in which it is used to represent a concept in the mind.



Cognitive linguistics has been criticized for being too focused on the
relationship between language and cognition and for not taking into
account its communicative functions. However, it remains an influential
approach to the study of language, and its methods are still used by
linguists today.

The different linguistic approach forms and functions provide a variety of
ways to study language. Each approach has its own strengths and
weaknesses, and the best approach to use will depend on the specific
research question being asked. By understanding the different linguistic
approach forms and functions, researchers can gain a more
comprehensive understanding of the complex and fascinating phenomenon
of language.
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